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EMBRIC News
Invitation: EMBRIC Branding and Social Media Workshop for
Research Infrastructures
EMBRIC Research Infrastructures (RI) deal with a variety of topics - EMBRC-ERIC
with a diversity of marine organisms, MIRRI with prokaryotes and fungi, AQUAEXCEL
with finfish, EU-OPENSCREEN-ERIC with compound data, ELIXIR has expertise on
data services and management while RISIS analyses innovation ecosystems. All RIs
deal with complex, multifaceted topics that concern a great number of different actors.
Catching the attention of these actors and uniting them to cooperate is an important goal
of each RI. An attractive and well thought-through branding strategy as well as a social
media campaign are essential prerequisites for a successful RI.
This is why EMBRIC will organise a branding and social media workshop on the
21st of May in Paris. The workshop will be conceptualized for large RIs and is targeted
at RI representatives. EU-OPENSCREEN and EMBRC will join the meeting and all other
RI active in the blue bioeconomy are invited to participate in the event. The workshop
will be organised back-to-back with the GA and if you want to participate you have to
register separately here.
Register here

EMBRIC Press Release
Treasures from the Deep

Brussels, 5. March. Around 20 scientists came first at the European Parliament to meet
Clare Moody, MEP for UK South West and Gibraltar, to present the needs and
opportunities of the marine environment. The debate continued during a broader
scientific discussion at the Scotland House on March 5 which was attended by around
50 scientists and company representatives. Among the points touched after a full day of
lively debate was the fact that academia and industry are willing to share their expertise
and match their time frame to work together at a European scale, but to do so more
effectively, stronger support from the European Parliament was needed. The event was
organized by Rebecca Goss from the University of St Andrews (Scotland), David Smith
from CABI (UK) and Mariella Ferrante from the Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn of
Napoli (Italy), as part of the European Marine Biological Research Infrastructure Cluster
(EMBRIC).

"The EU has to support SMEs and even small-scale projects to facilitate products getting
to market", emphasized Carmen Cuevas from PharmaMar (Spain), right in the beginning
of the event. Indeed, SMEs have other needs and challenges than research institutions
and these have to be considered in the European funding strategy. "We need
transnational funding to take away risks", underlined Andrew Mearns Spragg, Founder of
Jellagen (UK). The potential of marine resources and its sustainable exploitation are still
untapped due to regulatory limitations. Uncertainty of further funding and support at the
end of large-scale projects investing in the discovery of new compounds from the marine
environment has been recognized as another big limitation. Marine stakeholders from
the academic area were also present to demonstrate their engagement to be part of the
European blue growth strategy, as summarized Marcel Jaspars from the University of
Aberdeen (UK).
During the scientific round table led by Dr Marcel Jaspars and Dr Melody Clark,
participants presented their current successful advances, showcasing great

opportunities of the marine ecosystem. Carmen Cuevas Marchante shared the
excitement surrounding the launch of the commercialization of the world’s first marine
drug, its utilization in the treatment of cancer, and the huge opportunity that the marine
environment presents. Mark Brönstrup demonstrated how chemistry-driven paths are
used in its research as doctor at the Helmholtz Centre for Infection research (Germany),
from marine natural products to pharmaceutical lead. For its part, Ólafur H. Friðjónsson
representative of Matis ltd. (Iceland) presented the great icelandic marine microbial
diversity and metagenomics and their role in biological sustainability. EMBRIC gave the
opportunity to 13 young researchers to present their work in a poster conquest. Three of
them were awarded: Fleurdeliz Maglangit PhD student at the University of Aberdeen
(Scotland); Christopher Cartmell PhD student at the University of St Andrews (Scotland);
and Erik Borchert postdoctoral researcher at the GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean
Research Kiel (Germany).
Another topic raised during the discussion was the relationship between industry and
academia. “How does the industrial partners think they want to interact with European
projects? How can academia serve small companies? How can companies work with
Research Infrastructures?” questioned Wiebe Kooistra from SZN (Italy). The participants
agreed that the more interaction generated the better. Research Infrastructures are
trying to connect and foster knowledge transfer between industry and academia. The
support of infrastructures such as EMBRC might partially address the need to sustain
activities and interactions beyond the end of the lifetime of large projects; protecting
public investments in research by enabling the generated resources to be maintained for
future use and exploitation thus contributing to the blue economy. Clare Moody and
Nosheena Mobarik, MEPs, closed the meeting by emphasizing that the addressed topics
are high on the political agenda to continue to support and promote the further
development of a sustainable blue bioeconomy.

Discover our results
Recent scientific publications
1. A collaborative European approach to accelerating translational marine science.
Brennecke, P., Ferrante, M.I., Johnston, I.A .and Smith, D. (2018)
Short summary: Marine environments account for over 90% of the biosphere and hold
tremendous potential for biotechnological applications and drug discovery. To fully exploit
this potential and develop interesting discoveries into useful molecular tools and
successful products, a multidisciplinary approach is indispensable. In this publication,
the authors introduce the European Marine Biological Research Infrastructure Cluster
(EMBRIC), a collaborative initiative that aims to facilitate translational marine science
and remove existing bottlenecks that are currently impeding blue innovation. In the
context of this undertaking, pilot projects have been designed to test the functionality of

the cluster focusing on two specific sectors of marine biotechnology: (i) the discovery
and exploitation of marine natural products and (ii) the marker-assisted selection of
desirable traits in aquaculture. (continue reading)
2. Marine Biotechnology Strategic Research and Innovation Roadmap - Insights to
the future direction of European marine biotechnology. Smith, D., Buddie, A.G.,
Goss, R., Overmann, J., Lepleux, C., Brönstrup, M., Kloareg, B, Meiners, T., Brennecke,
P., Ianora, A., Bouget, F-Y., Gribbon, P. & Pina, M. (2018)
3. Kinetics and Structure of a Cold-Adapted Hetero-Octameric ATP
Phosphoribosyltransferase. Biochemistry. Stroek R, Ge Y, Talbot PD, Glok MK,
Bernaś KE, Thomson CM, Gould ER, Alphey MS, Liu H, Florence GJ, Naismith JH, da
Silva RG. (2017).
4.Clustering of MS2 spectra using unsupervised methods to aid the identification
of secondary metabolites from Pseudomonas aeruginosa. J. Chromb. Depke T,
Franke R, Brönstrup M. (2017)

Event suggestion
Final SEARICA Conference: Maritime
Achievements and Future Challenges
Throughout the last four years, the SEARICA intergroup
has organised various events and initiatives to support
maritime legislation, funding and networking. With the
parliamentary term coming to an end, this final
SEARICA conference aims at reflecting on past
maritime achievements and looking at future challenges
and its possible solutions. It will take place on 9. April
2019 from 9:00 - 12:00 in the European Parliament.
Programme

Post event suggestion: Video stream of
the European Parliament High-level
conference on Oceans
The high-level conference on "Oceans: the future of the
blue planet" took place on 19 March.
Video stream

Opportunities (calls & initiatives)
Euromarine 2019 Call for Foresight Workshops and EuroMarine
Working Groups
The eligible categories of activities that will be funded in 2019 are limited to:
Foresight Workshops ('horizon scanning', FWS) – maximum funding: 7,500 €
EuroMarine Working Groups (WG) addressing strategic services or issues and
reinforcing the network – maximum funding: 5,000 € (More information).

Open call for applications to the Marine Stewardship Council
scholarship
The Marine Stewadship Council's annual scholarship research program is now accepting
applications. The program awards scholarships to support students around the world
who are studying fisheries science and management or supply chain traceability (More
information).

Opportunities (jobs)
Job vacancy: Executive Director at EMBRC-France
Link to job description
Job vacancy: Researcher in Bioinformatics (CCMAR, Portugal)
Link to job description
Job vacancy: EMBRC-ERIC Financial Administration Officer (FAO)
Link to job description

Legacy of EMBRIC
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Poster winners - Treasures from the Deep
Scientists presented 12 posters at the EMBRIC Brussels event at the beginning of this
month. The three winners of the poster presentation were:

Fleurdeliz Maglangit on
Bacterial Co-culture:
Exploring Microbial
Interactions for the
Production of Specialised
Metabolites

Erik Borchert on ProBone
– New tools for prospecting
the marine bone-degrading
microbiome for novel
enzymes
Link

Christopher Cartmell on
Combining Synthetic
Biology and Synthetic
Chemistry to Dial in to New
to Nature Peptidic Natural
Products in vitro and in
vivo

Link
Link

Upcoming EMBRIC events
EMBRIC Closing event – Last General Assembly
21. – 23. May 2019 in Paris, France
The updated agenda of the meeting can be downloaded here
Click here for travel information

Other upcoming events

9th edition of European Algae Industry Summit, 10. – 11. April 2019, Lisbon,
Portugal (Link)
Corbel webinar series "A Basic Introduction to Bioimage Analysis", 11. April 2019
EAFE conference 2. – 4. April 2019, Santiago, Spain (Link)
6th ECBS/LS-EuChemS, 3. – 5. April 2019 in Madrid, Spain
European maritime day, 16 – 17 May 2019, Lisbon (Link)
Advanced Phytoplankton Course - APC 12, 19. May – 8. June
CIESM Congress 7 – 11 Oct 2019 Cascais, Portugal (Link)
Our Ocean Conference 2019, 24. – 25. October 2019 in Oslo, Norway
BioMarine 2019 4. – 5. November 2019, Cascais, Portugal
World Ocean Council’s Sustainable Ocean Summit 2019, 20. – 22. November
2019, Paris

EMBRIC project
http://www.embric.eu/
This project has received funding from the European Union’s
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under
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