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EMBRIC News
Treasures from the Deep: Still places left! 🌊 🌊 🌊
You can still register for our Brussels event "Treasures from the Deep - Mining for
Valuable Bioactive and Enzymes from Marine Algae and Bacteria". The event will
take place in the Scotland House in Brussels on Tuesday 5 March 2019 from 12:00 –
19:00 CET.
Why join?
Industry and academia will meet to discuss the vast potential of the blue bioeconomy.
Topics of the presentations will be, inter alia, drug discovery from marine bacteria,
applying genome mining to marine microbes and the beauty and bioactives of marine
algae. Dont miss it & register here!

Feedback time!
At the end of the 2nd and last call of the Transnational Access (TA) program,the
EMBRIC team invited all people involved in this second round to voice their experiences.
The workshop was held at Institut Pasteur (Paris), 28 -29th January 2019. Users
accessing research infrastructures within the TA of EMBRIC welcomed the high quality
of services and the technical support received during the access. The outcome of their
projects will result in publications in scientific journals. Some research done is currently
being evaluated for patenting.

Upcoming Branding and Social Media
Workshop for RI
A branding and social media workshop will be organised
for all Research Infrastructure representatives of the
project. The workshop will be hold on the 21st of
May in Paris.

Discover our results
Summary "Transgenic lines with traits of interest available to
the blue biotech industry"

Microalgae are emerging as potentially significant, renewable and sustainable source of
biomass for food, energy and other natural compounds that could be beneficial for
human health and wellness. EMBRIC selected three microalgae that can be used as
model systems in the laboratory because they are easy to grow and because of the
availability of genome-enabled molecular tools:
the green alga Ostreococcus tauri to engineer metabolic
pathways involved in the synthesis of carotenoids and lipid derivatives.
the diatom Phaeodactylum tricornutum, the established diatom
species for molecular and cellular studies (e.g., genetic transformation, gene
silencing, genome editing tools).
a diatom belonging to the Pseudo-nitzschia genus which has specific metabolic
pathways that can be a target for the regulation of cell growth and therefore,
indirectly, of biomass production
Read the report to learn about the metabolic engineering approaches or molecular
tools for non-model species.

Interesting reads
FAO: Aquatic Genetic Resources - A
valuable and unexplored reserve of
biodiversity for food and agriculture

The FAO published several interesting studies on marine resources:
Technical guidelines on development of aquatic genetic resources: a framework of
essential criteria
State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture (SOFIA) 2018
Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries
Technical guidelines on genetic resource management in aquaculture

Opportunities (calls & initiatives)
Joint Call for Proposals on Microplastics in the Marine
Environment
Thirteen JPI Oceans member countries together with Brazil and Latvia launch a call for
transnational research projects of approx. 9.2 M€ to study the sources, distribution
and impact of microplastics in the marine environment.

Building on the results from the joint transnational call “Ecological aspects of
microplastics in the marine environment” and recent scientific findings this joint
transnational call intends to increase the knowledge about the relevant sources of
microplastics, analytical methods for identifying smaller micro- and nano-plastics,
monitoring their distribution and abundance in marine systems and their effects thereon
as well as concepts to reduce inputs of plastic into the marine environment.
A total of €9.2 million funding has been made available.
Proposals need to involve eligible research partners from at least three participating
countries. Projects will be funded for up to 36 months. The maximum requested funding
per proposal is € 2,000,000.
The deadline for submitting proposals is on 28 February 2019 at 12:00 CET (mid-day).
All applications must be submitted via the submission platform.

The Clean Ocean Initiative
An estimated 8 million metric tonnes of plastic waste
enter the oceans every year, threatening marine
ecosystems and the communities that depend on the
seas for their livelihood. The Clean Ocean Initiative has
been called into life to support innovation to stop the
pollution. It was launched in October 2018 by the
European Investment Bank in partnership with the
German development bank KfW and France’s Agence
Française de Développement (AFD). The three banks
will provide up to €2 billion in lending over the next five
years to help the public and private sectors implement
sustainable projects that collect plastics and other waste
and clean up wastewater before it reaches the ocean.
Read the call

Opportunities (jobs)
EU Openscreen
Administrative Manager
Compound Logistics Manager
Link for more information

Legacy of EMBRIC
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Continued support for EMBRIC from Research Infrastructures
Soon, EMBRIC is coming to an end – time to look back and assess the value of the
project for the partners, the marine community, for marine biology, the environment and
economics.
Overall, the cluster permitted to create fruitful collaborations, new projects emerged (e.g.
from the TA call) and the community confronted common challenges and goals. Most of
the 29 partners are making plans to continue their cooperation beyond project duration.
A potential way forward to continue the successful collaboration will be published in a
Memorandum of Understanding in May 2019.

Upcoming EMBRIC events
EMBRIC Workshop and Breakfast Meeting "Treasures from the Deep", 5 March
2019 in Brussels, Belgium
EMBRIC Closing event – Last General Assembly, 21. – 23. May 2019 in Paris, France
Registration for consortium members is open already

Other upcoming events
Seminar on IP in Access and Benefit Sharing agreements, 7. March 2019,
London, UK
Blue Bioeconomy Forum Workshop, 11. – 12. March 2019 in Brussels (Link)
World Aquaculture Society Meeting 2019, 7. – 11. March 2019 in New Orleans,
Louisiana, USA
EAFE conference 2. – 4. April 2019, Santiago, Spain (Link)
6th ECBS/LS-EuChemS, 3. – 5. April 2019 in Madrid, Spain
European maritime day, 16 – 17 May 2019, Lisbon (Link)
Advanced Phytoplankton Course - APC 12, 19. May – 8. June

CIESM Congress 7 – 11 Oct 2019 Cascais, Portugal (Link)
Our Ocean Conference 2019, 24. – 25. October 2019 in Oslo, Norway
BioMarine 2019 4. – 5. November 2019, Cascais, Portugal
World Ocean Council’s Sustainable Ocean Summit 2019, 20. – 22. November
2019, Paris
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